
HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/9/2021 5:44:09 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

cheryl B. Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support 

  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/9/2021 7:25:33 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Cathy Goeggel Animal Rights Hawai'i Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This is a very good idea. 

 







https://www.hapahi.org/blog/agribusiness-development-corporation-audit-reveals-the-agency-has-failed-entirely-in-its-27-year-existence


HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 7:46:24 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Klayton Kubo Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 7:58:22 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Yulia Muzychenko Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

ADC failed big time in its responsibility and needs to be watched over by more 
responsibile people of DOA. Mahalo! 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 8:10:14 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Joe Wilson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Representatives: 

I strongly support this bill to dissolve the troubled agribusiness development corporation 
and transfer all lands and staff, except for the executive director, to the department of 
agriculture. 

Mahalo, 

Joe Wilson 

Waiale'e / north shore O'ahu 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 8:39:27 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jade Moss Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this measure as-is. 

Mahalo, 

Jade Moss 

Lihue 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 8:41:42 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Koohan Paik Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

This passage of this bill would mark the genuine shift in Hawaii State government to one 
that works for Hawaii's people, not for off-island toxic industry, which is what the non-
transparent Agribusiness Development Corporation represents.  

The time is now to clean house. Let's redirect the wasted funds that have gone into the 
ADC for decades into an economy that serves and feeds Hawaii's own communities.  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 8:49:59 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Doris McGowan Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

My name is Doris McGowan.  I live in Hanapepe and I love our island.  I support this bill 
to dissolve ADC.  Here! Here! for doing away with corporations that are not in our 
island's best interests.  At this point in history, we are having a new starting point to 
make all things right.  We don't need dead weight that is opague and not in alignment 
with the preserving and bettering our island.  Thank you!  And much aloha! 

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 8:50:19 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Stephanie Austin Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill: this has been a big waste of taxpayer money, and not served 
the local 

farmers and ranchers and residents. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:02:05 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kerry Long Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

The ADC has proven incompetent and antiquated. And yet, Hawai'i has global notoriety 
for its grassroots food movement. There are so many progressive efforts in the islands, 
including awesome land restoration projects that center 'ike Hawai'i.  

With its incompetency (and possible corruption) in mind, the agency holds privileges 
and powers that are incredibly high stakes for multiple stakeholders in Hawai'i, such as 
the development of agricultural and public lands. It has proven itself unworthy of this 
power and it has proven itself unqualified to lead Hawai'i into the future.  

Please vote yes on this bill. Thank you.  

Ilima Long 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:13:34 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Robert Culbertson Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha committee members! 

The ADC has been a slow rolling failure. It's time to wring out the misapplied funding, 
dissolve the administrative apparatus, and move on to more relevant designs in sync 
with our statewide goals and new realities! 

Thank you! 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:29:46 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michal Fentin Stover Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1271.  Hawai'i should dissolve the ADC and transfer its resources and staff 
(except its executive director) to the Department of Agriculture.  The ADC has been a 
fiasco.  We don't need it. Thank you. 

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:38:50 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Valerie Weiss Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support disbanding this corporoation which has left us without adequate use 
of these lands as food crops. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:41:26 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Tom Aitken Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The department of agriculture is the proper place four control of agribusiness decisions 
and allocations. Please support HB1271. Thank you. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:49:59 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Gordon B. Lindsey Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly suport HB1271, for many reasons 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:50:25 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

John NAYLOR Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha , 

I support dis 

ADC has failed for 27 yrs. 

Transfer it's resources & staff minus the Exc director to the HDA . 

JN 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 10:10:55 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

john kochiss Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

To whom it may concern; I wholeheartedly support this bill! Thank you for addressing 
this atrocity! I can only imagine how different our agriculture and food supply would be if 
this organization had been doing it's job the last 27!! years!! Sold out to big ag, who has 
been raping and destroying our best farmland for profit, contributing nothing to the 
people of Hawaii, except perhaps, health problems, as we saw in Kaaui with the sxchool 
children a few years ago. There are so many smaller scale farmers who would love to 
have access to some of this prime land, and love and care for it as if it was their own, I 
am one of them. Farmers who believe in regenerative practices, and who love and 
respect the land. I hope and pray this bill passes, thank you for reading my comments, 
Aloha! 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 10:17:50 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Patricia Blair Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

A shameful history. Abolish! Much thanks to the auditor! 

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 10:28:05 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Daniel Nellis Dole Food Co. Hawaii Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am Daniel Nellis, General Manager of Dole Hawaii. I oppose HB1271 and its intention 
to eliminate ADC and move all assets into the Dept. of Ag. ADC has successfully 
purchased productive ag lands that have been idled by the closing of sugar and 
pineapple plantations. It is providing long term reasonably priced leases to farmers of 
diversified crops who would otherwise not be able to secure longterm leases.  This is 
the foundation of creating food security for Hawaii; secure access to long term leases 
and available ag water.  ADC also effectively manages ag water systems that previously 
served sugar plantations . ADC is achieving what it was chartered to do.  The semi-
autonomous status that ADC has now maikes it possible for  asset purchases and 
public private partnerships that can be achieved in a reasonable time period without the 
burden of additional layers of state bureaucracy.  The continued autonomy of ADC is 
essential to achieving it's chartered goals of protecting and expanding agricultural in 
Hawaii. Recognizing that the results of the recent ADC audit were not favorable, I would 
caution against overreaction and instead identify and fund needed improvements at 
ADC including sufficiently staffing the organization so that it can be managed 
optimally.   

Thank You. 

 





PO Box 172  

Makawao, HI 96768 

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 10:48:10 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier Position Present at 
Hearing 

Cindy Evans Individual Comments No 
 
 
Comments:  

In Support. Today Hawaii Deapartment of Agriculure is the agency responsible for 
growing the aquaculture industry, moving Hawaii towards greater food self-sufficiency 
and viable exports.    Moving the responsibilities to HDOA makes sense. 

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 11:11:57 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

William W. Steiner Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support dissolving the Agribusiness Devdlopment Corporation (ADC). The recdent 
audit of its activities clearly demonstrate the ADC has failed in its mission. HB 1271 is 
clear about why it needs to be dissolved. However, I do not believe HB 1271 should be 
conflated with the filings of other heads of Hawaii State government including the 
governor; this only detracts from the purpose of dissolving and transferring present 
holdings of the ADC to the Hawaii Department of Agriculture (HDOA). The additional 
filings called for should be in a seperate bill. If anything, there could be added an audit 
of the HDOA non-agriculture leasing that has been in place under Section 4 for the past 
25 years or so. Transfer of more land to HDOA needs a requirement that HDOA won't 
follow in the footsteps of ADC. Already there is to much paperwork required to place 
farmers on the land to grow the food Hawaii needs. Modification of leasehold 
length should be done in lieu of some of the paperwork; e.g. a five year 
contingency lease to show the lessee can indeed farm, and then a 30 year renewable 
lease in ten year incrrement to assure the lessee can make money growing food for 
Hawaii. A fixed 65 year lease serves no purpose and prevents young farmers from 
obtaining land because as the farmer ages, it is likely (s)he will want to do less work that 
agriculture requres. Hawaii is losing its young farmers and the average age of farmers 
in Hawaii is not in the sixties. Thank you for your attention to this matter. W. Steiner, 
former Dean of UHH College of Agriculture, Forestry and Natural Resource 
Management, Hilo HI (retired). 

 









HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 11:31:21 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Dawn Morais Webster 
Ph.D. 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for hearing HB 1271. Once again, an entity --in this case, the ADC--that is 
supposed to serve the long term needs of Hawaii's people for diversified food 
production has instead been found to be asleep at the wheel. Even worse, it has put the 
interests of the world's biggest agrochemical companies before the needs of small 
farmers who want to grow food to feed the people of Hawaii. It is time to dissolve the 
ADC and transfer the resources it would otherwise continue to attract to the Dept. of 
Agriculture. The more than two decades of indifference and lack of transparency to local 
farmers seeking leases and the failure to use the powers and exemptions granted to it 
for the public good cannot be allowed to continue. The pandemic has only accentuated 
the need to stop this gross mismanagement of a critical agency, remove the failed 
leadership and renew our commitment as a state to regenerative farming practices that 
honor the needs of the people of Hawaii. Local farmers deserve better than the ADC 
has delivered to date. Please pass HB 1271. It will end this shameful fiasco and allow 
us to refocus resources so that we can in real substantive ways support farming 
practices that serve the people of Hawaii, not big corporate interests. 

 







HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 12:08:53 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

carol lee kamekona Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The special powers and exemptions granted to the ADC have led to an opaque and 
unfair leasing process. Small farmers and ranchers have been denied leases with no 
justification. 

Mismanagement of ADC lands, and lack of accountability has led to lawsuits, clean 
water act violations, and other illegal activities on ADC lands creating liability for the 
state. 

Lawmakers should prioritize regenerative farming operations on state agricultural lands 
that utilize soil and water conservation practices. These farming practices provide 
additional environmental benefits such as improved soil health and preventing run-off. 

The results of the audit show that the corporation is incapable of carrying out its basic 
statutory responsibilities and functions and will be unable to fulfill the recommendations 
contained in the auditor's report and therefore should be dissolved. 

 





 

LARRY JEFTS FARMS, 
LLC PO BOX 27 

KUNIA, HAWAII 96759 
(808) 688-2892 

 
         HB1271, Agribusiness Development Corporation 

House AGR Hearing     
Friday, February 12, 2021 

Testimony By: Larry Jefts 
         Position: Oppose 

 
Chair Hashem, Vice Chair Perruso, and Members of the House AGR Committee: 
  
I am Larry Jefts, owner and operator of Larry Jefts Farms, LLC.  We have more than 42 years 
of Hawaii farm experience on Molokai and Oahu. I am a volunteer director, serving as Chair 
of the West Oahu Soil and Water Conservation District (SWCD). I have been an officer of the 
Hawaii Farm Bureau for many years. 
  
ADC’s founding legislation gave it tools to pursue legislative objectives such as the transition 
of existing plantation resources of land, water, and infrastructure when available; focus on 
marketing analysis of identified projects to use complimentary marketing resources from 
other state agencies; and to participate in county, state, and federal legislative initiatives to 
fulfill its purposes. 
  
I chaired the ADC Board many years ago and saw its potential to transition former plantation 
lands to productive diversified agribusiness.   Over the years, its capacity to do this 
diminished.  The lack of funding support for sufficient staff and other changes often blocks 
ADC’s quick response action to address agriculture transition needs, such as managing at-
risk water systems and losing agricultural land due to competing development needs.  
  
I oppose the proposed transition of ADC to the HDOA.  I support enhancing ADC’s capacity 
and realignment as an attached agency to the HDOA.  The HDOA’s role is primarily a 
regulatory and compliance one. While it does manage agricultural parks, its purpose does not 
include the transition of former plantation lands to diversified agriculture.  That is ADC’s 
role.  It is better to have two separate agencies, with different missions, to support the viability 
of Hawaii’s agriculture.   
  
Thank you for the opportunity to provide testimony. 
 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 12:35:37 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

scotty Reis-Moniz friends of Waimanalo Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Board, 
 
My name is Scotty Reis-Moniz, President of the Friends Of WaimÄ• nalo which 
conducts community workforce development academies focused on; Building and 
Trades, Digital Media and Hawaiian Culture/Agriculture 
 
I am strongly opposed to HB 1271. 
 
The reason is that we have been working with Jimmy Nakatani to utilize the lands under 
the Jurisdiction of the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC). We have 
presented Jimmy with a comprehensive business plan that incorporates 3 pillars of 
support for the Whitmore/Wahiawa area; Government, Private and Non-Profit. 

  

The Team of Friends of Waimanalo is the non-profit arm that has been in operation for 3 
years working with Youthbuild groups in the Waimanalo area. Our Staff also had helped 
CNHA with their pilot program called Hawaiian Carpentry Academy we trained over 100 
Native Hawaiians in OSHA 10, CPR, Forklift and Fall arrest enabling over half the class 
getting into Unions for gainful employment. We are currently operating in the DOE with 
the Alternative Learning Course at the Waianae/Nanakuli site and next month with the 
Campbell/Kapolei Schools. Soon after we will start classes for the Leeward Boys and 
Girls Club helping the youth in these communities to get needed education and 
certifications for the workforce after graduation. We in the last year had expanded our 
education to include the previously mentioned academies of Digital Media and our 
Hawaiian Culture program with an emphasis on Voyaging and AGRICULTURE. 

  

Our For profit partnerships is with a company called Root Wise who moved full time 
here from Oregon to conduct their business of Industrial Hemp Farming producing CBD 
Wellness Products, Hemp Foods, Hemp Wood for their Pre-Fab Homes and more 
importantly to establish a Processing Plant to extract the by-products from the Hemp 
Plant. This will allow Root Wise to create a legitimate made in Hawaii Product for 
distribution creating Farm Jobs, Processing and Manufacturing Jobs to include their 





tel:808-852-7910








mailto:alani.bagcal@ppvnh.org




  

 







HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 1:45:27 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Michael deYcaza Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Let's get the ag lands in the hands of real people instead of transnational chemical 
companies. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 1:46:32 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ivy Iaea-McIntosh Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support HB1271.  ADC appears to lack integrity and appear to be incompetent. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 1:59:37 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Fletcher Parker Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, my name is Fletcher Parker. I am a farmer on the island of Kauai and am 
submitting my testimony in support of this bill to end the unresponable mismanagement 
of the "ADC" Agrobuissness development corporation. The lands that are being held by 
this organization are some of the most fertile and accessible agricultural lands on Kauai. 
As an actual farmer I can tell you first hand that being able to get on good farming land 
is one of the hardest parts when it comes to food production for a small scale farmer. 
One of the most alarming results of this mismanagement is the poisoning of the land 
and water around the west side of Kauai. When the seed companies arrived I personally 
saw an almost instant die off of the bee's in the area. As. Surfer and fisherman I would 
on a regular basis be walking the beaches on the west side and would observe a line of 
dead and dying bee's along the high tide line where the seed companies had their crops 
planted in the area. The fact that we have between 85%-90% of our food on the island 
imported from off island is baffling to me. The land needs to be managed properly and 
resources need to be used for feeding the people of Kauai and possibly the other 
islands as well. Please take into consideration the unresposible ways of the ADC and let 
these lands and resources go back to the people and families that will do what is right 
and responsible. Thank you for reviewing and hearing our testimonies.  

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 2:09:44 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Momi Ventura Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha My Name Is R.Momi Ventura, I Currently Reside In The Kihei Area Of Mau'I. I'd 
Like To Say The Reason I'm Writing Is To Ask That After 27 Years Of The ADC's 
Existence, Nothing Of Any Lasting Significance Has Happened.?!!? Small Farmers And 
Growers Have Been Denied Leases Without Justification.!!! Please Let This Be Our 
Comeback To Having A Sustainable Future And Empower Our Farmers And Growers 
To Succeed. Mahalomai R.Momi Ventura 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 2:43:17 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kevin landers Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The audit of ADC revealed clearly that the ADC has never not failed to accomplish 
much of its mission aside from acquiring large acres of land. The corporation is 
incapable of carrying out its basic statutory responsibilities and functions and that the 
ADC is unable to fulfill the recommendations contained in the auditor's report. This bill is 
just good, intellectually honest governance. 

Speak 

 









HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 3:07:20 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ruta Jordans Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

It is way past time to get rid of ADC and replace with an entity that respects the culture 
and needs of Hawaii, not foreign chemical corporations researching unfertile agriculture 
methods! Please support this bill! 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 3:18:47 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Jason Lin Lin's Farms Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Chair Mark Hashem, Vice Chair Amy Perruso, and members of the committee, 

I am writing on behalf of Lin's Farms to oppose HB 1271 bill, which will dissolve the 
Agribusiness Development Corporation ("ADC"). We are a small family farm on Kauai 
focused on fresh produces and fruits and our older farmland often got flooded during 
rainy days due to river nearby. We were in a desperate situation and needed new 
farmlands for our produces. Thanks to ADC we were able to lease new farmlands in 
Kalepa and grow our organic produces and help the community eat healthy. ADC has 
also provided us with the resources that we need in order to success in our business. In 
my opinion, ADC has done a good job in taking care of the farmers and the community.  

Mahalo,  

Jason Lin 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 3:22:00 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Raelyn Reyno 
Yeomans 

Individual Support No 

 
 
Comments:  

Strong support. Enough is enough! 

 







HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 3:41:59 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Bryan Young Individual Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

I was born and raised on the Big Island, in South Kona. I do not think this bill is 
being utilized as intended and it gives preference to large agro businesses 
instead of small local farmers. More than ever we need to create new sources of 
employment and food sources within our state. These lands leased to large 
chemical/farming companies do nothing for our food security or employing small 
local farmers to produce quality produce/food goods. Please abolish/reorganize 
this bill to help only small farmers and not large corporations. 

Thanks, Bryan Young  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 3:43:37 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Will Lydgate Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Kakou, 

  

While I strongly support major changes at ADC, I do not think aboloshing it outright is 
our best move. We need to try and work on the underlying issues. It is crystal clear that 
Jimmy Nakatani needs to go ASAP, he is the problem. This is incredilby obvious to both 
insiders and outsiders, the dude is bad news and running ADC like a mini kingdom. 
Land leases should be housed within the Dept of ag, ADC should be trying to innovate 
in agriculture and create new agricultural opportunities. Let's look atteh audit and 
address the issues. Or amend the bill to adress the issues not just sweep it under the 
rug.  

 



https://earthjustice.org/documents/legal-document/order-re-summary-judgment-and-dismissal
https://earthjustice.org/documents/legal-document/order-re-summary-judgment-and-dismissal


https://www.surfrider.org/campaigns/enforcing-the-clean-water-act-on-kauai




 

  

  

  

  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 4:21:51 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Peggy McArdle Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The ADC has failed in it's mission. I strongly support HB1271.  

 





 
2 

 

shrimp farm on the property produces meat shrimp sold  state-wide, and a selective shrimp breeding 
operation that sells brood stock across Southeast Asia. 

Over 175 acres of ADC Kekaha land is currently licensed to small farmers, and Kekaha Agriculture 
Association, working with the  ADC, is developing a plan to increase this to 500 acres of managed small 
farms, together with post-harvest agricultural production facilities and marketing support. 

These are successful accomplishments of the Agribusiness Development Corporation. 

We firmly believe that the ADC is in the best position in the State of Hawaii to develop sustainable 
agriculture. 

Instead of eliminating the ADC, the Kekaha Agriculture respectfully asks that you to deny HB1271 and 
allow the ADC to concentrate on implementing the auditor’s recommendations with organizations like 
ours. 

Thankyou,  

 

Michael A Faye, Manager 
Kekaha Agriculture Association 
mike@kekahaagriculture.org 









HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 4:38:13 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Wendy Raebeck Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha,  

I strongly support dissolving the Agribusiness Development Corporation.  

It is NOT in the best interest of Hawai'i, humanity, or the planet for any persons or 
agencies to make things easier and cheaper for GMO companies, or to favor them over 
small local farmers. But apparently that's what's been taking place under this 
government-sponsored umbrella, though that was not this organization's stated intention 
at inception. 

It's time for Hawai'i to clean house big time. With our food future sketchy, our economic 
future sketchy, and so many locals looking for additional income streams, now's the 
time for a serious move toward sustainable, local, CLEAN agriculture. Myself and so 
many others support all moves away from big (fake) Ag (operated by chemical 
companies) and toward Hawai'i's improved food future, including rewarding work for 
locals and healthier food for all. 

With aloha, 

Wendy Raebeck 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 5:25:58 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Walter Ritte Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong support. Land is limited and precious. We need proven land managers, 
esp for food security!  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 5:36:30 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Eliel Starbright Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

  Mismanagement of ADC lands, and lack of accountability has led to lawsuits, clean 
water act violations, and other illegal activities on ADC lands creating liability for the 
state. Eliel Starbright.5306 Kahala,Hawaii,Kapaa,96746 

 









HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 6:01:57 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rexann Dubiel Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please. 

Millions have been wasted on the ADC. 

Too busy to be audited. What was to hide? 

We  the taxpayers funding the ADC, want accountability and transparency. 

This was a boondoggle from the beginning. 

Let Dept. of Ag take over. 

Let Jimmy Nakatani find a new job. 

Abolish the ADC! 

  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 6:20:55 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Julia Paul Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Support small farmers by supporting this bill. Mahalo, Julia Paul 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 7:27:55 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ramona Hussey Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Representatives, 

I urge you to pass HB1271 to abolish the Agribusiness Development Corporation. As 
detailed in the bill itself as well as the State Auditor Report, the ADC has failed in its 
mission and has mismanaged the development of former ag lands. Please do not send 
any more taxpayer money down this particular rat hole. Transfer the funds and the 
functions to the Department of Agriculture which can actually use the money to help 
agricultural efforts. 

Thank you, 

Ramona Hussey 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 7:54:23 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Banner Fanene Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please pass HB1271. The ADC must be repealed. 

Mahalo. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 7:56:08 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Nathan Yuen Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB1271 which abolishes the Agribusiness Development Corporation 
(ADC) and transfers its responsibility and budget to the Department of Agriculture.  

Afrter 27 years the ADC still has not submited a plan to the legislature.  No one in the 
ADC seems to know its mission, goals, and objectives, according to the State 
Auditor.  How can any agency be allowed to exist without a plan?.   

The majority of ADC lands are currently being leased to agrochemical companies for 
experimentation and GE seed crops for export.  This exposes our land and people to 
harmful chemicals and does nothing to support the Governor's goals to 
increase agriculture for local consumption.  The incompetence is breath-taking. 

The accounting at the ADC is so bad that the books are unauditable.  Why is this not 
ground for firing the head of the ADC?  Why is the ADC board not holding the director 
responsible?  Gross mismanagement from the very top.   

With so little so show after 27 years and almost half a billion dolalrs, the the public has 
no faith in the ADC.  The ADC is a embarassment to the State of Hawaii and shoul dbe 
dissoloved.  I strong support HB1271.   

  

  

  

  

  

  

  

  



 
  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 8:25:14 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Shannon Rudolph Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

STRONGLY SUPPORT!!!!!!!!!!!!  
For over 25 years, the ADC has always been a rat's nest & costly failure. The ADC is a 
huge joke, but thousands of Hawai`i residents who have been paying attention, are not 
laughing.  
 
It's past time for the ADC to go the way of its mutant child, the PLDC, and be repealed. 
The ADC should be absorbed back into the Dept. of Ag.  Especially now; we can't afford 
such foolish waste.  
  

 





http://hawaiiseed.org/


https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/02/lawmakers-are-responsible-for-fixing-the-agribusiness-development-corp/
https://www.civilbeat.org/2021/02/lawmakers-are-responsible-for-fixing-the-agribusiness-development-corp/








I urge you to please DO NOT give the ADC another 27 years to squander and poison 
our most precious resources...Land, Water, Food and Community! Do what is PONO 
and Pass HB1271. 

Mahalo for your time and consideration, 

Malia K. Chun 

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:46:42 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Wendy Benton Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

ADC has failed to accomplish most of it's mission. 

Unfair leaseing process for small farmers and ranchers 

Instead of local food production, which we sorely need: the ADC lands are being leased 
to agrochemical companies and GE seed crops out of greed and disregard for the 
health of the planet. 

Mismanagement 

lack of acountability 

leading to many lawsuits! 

Illegal activities on ADC lands 

Please promote regenerative farming practices!!!!!! 

Aloha, 

Wendy A. Benton 

 







HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 9:50:49 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Angela Huntemer Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Dear Committee Members, The recent report on the ADC audit attempt says it all. The 
ADC is an absolute disgrace. There should be criminal charges for the people 
responsible. Mahalo.  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 10:17:48 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Paul Clark ClArK Elements Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Hawai`i Legislators, 

This testimony is in support of Abolishing the ADC: HB1271 

the ADC has failed to accomplish much of its mission aside from acquiring large acres 
of land. 

The special powers and exemptions granted to the ADC have led to an unfair leasing 
process. 

Mismanagement of ADC lands and a lack of accountability has led to lawsuits, Clean 
Water Act violations, and other illegal activities on ADC lands that create liabilities for 
the government. 

the ADC should be dissolved. 

please protect our islands for all present and future generations. 

Mahalo 

PC ClArK at ClArK Elements 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 10:34:50 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Ronald S. Fujiyoshi Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support HB 1271 which dissolves the Agribusiness Development Corporation. 

I and my wife are part-time farmers with a small 1-acre macadamia nut farm with other 
fuits on Hawaii Island. The Agribusiness Development Corporation is a disaster. The 
only way to help is to start with small and medium-size farms. Help them and build the 
industry from the bottom up. All the eggs in the tourism nest has been a failure as the 
Covid-19 pandemic has shown. We need to grow the food to eat here in Hawaii. 

Thank you for those who submitted this bill. It needs to be passed. 

Mahalo for allowing me to testify in this way! 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 10:39:50 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Lorraine Newman Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

It is well past time to dissolve the ADC! 

The recent audit has put words to what many of us have known for some time. 

The ADC has almost entirely failed in its mission. 

Up until now, the ADC has broadly leased the land under its care to multinational 
agrochemical companies (who have been dumping toxic agro-chemicals into our land 
and water). It should have been placing a high priority on leasing lands to local farmers 
and ranchers, with the goal of increasing local food production using soil and water 
conservation methods that are struly sustainable and healthy. 

 In any case, it has been 27 years since ADC was formed, and times have changed. 

It would serve us all well to begin anew with a clear mission for usage of these lands 
and a new process for achieving these goals. 

Mahalo, 

Lorraine Newman 

  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 11:01:03 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

kalena Charlene Holani Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Abolish the Adc small local farmers and ranches are suffering from this and so are we 
as a society in hawaii. So much more lawsuits have been occurring from 
lack/mismanagement of the managed lands by Adc.  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/10/2021 11:16:45 PM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

marjorie erway Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please support this bill, as there are many good reasons for it.  One being that a task 
force and planning process is needed so Hawai'i's ag lands can be utilized for 
sustainable, local food. 

Mahalo for your consideration. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 12:05:53 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

jeanne wheeler Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha: I very strongly support this measure - for our island farmers' benefit! Mahalo 

 





the citizens a chance to say what we preferred. Mismanagement and violations has lead 
to lawsuits due to negligence happening on their lands spreading to other areas. 

You should highly consider re reading the auditors report, and create a task force so 
Hawaii's agricultural lands can be used for sustainability for the people. Mahalo 

  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 3:17:15 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Sylvia Dolena Pele Lani Farm LLC Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I am in strong support of  HB1271 and SB335. ~ NOW!  

HB1271 Abolishes the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) and 
transfers its responsibility and budget to the Department of Agriculture.  

This needs to happen now. 

Mahalo, 

Sylvia Dolena 

 







HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 6:43:07 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Barbara Barry Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha Lawmakers,  

I strongly support  this important legislation. The Agricultural support to feed Hawaii has 
been ignored too long. Time for solid management and  food security for the Islands.  
Mahalo,  

Barbara Barry 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 6:57:22 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Paul Miller Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I strongly support Bill HB1271 and suggest it to be voted into effect beause of the 
following reasons. 

- The ADC has not followed through with it's intended purpose which is to secure 
agricultural land for local food production. 

- small farmers have been unfairly not allowed to grow crops. 

- Majority of the land has been leased to chemical companys for seed production which 
gets exported. This doesn't support food production or substantially support our local 
economy. 

- mismanagement of ADC land has led to lawsuits involving violation of clean water 
acts, and other illegal activities. 

- Especially during these times we have seen a much greater importance on food 
sustainability and a diversified economic system involving the importance of more local 
food production for islanders and export. We need to start utilizing more land towards 
this purpose. 

Thank you for considering my testimony, 

Paul Miller 

Kapaa, HI 96746 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 7:34:34 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

David Bruce Leonard Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, 

Please support HB1271 and SB335. We can no longer afford to be dependent on 
outside sources of food production and multinational conglomerates. Food security in 
Hawai'i is a core part of the general security here. 

Thank you, 

David Bruce Leonard for The Earth Medicine Institute 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 7:37:14 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Kris Bordessa Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

The ADC manages over 22,000 acres of state-owned agricultural land, most of which is 
located on Kauai and central Oahu. The vast majority of this land is not used to produce 
food, certainly not food for local consumption, but rather to agrichemical corporations 
that are using the land as experimental grounds. How does this serve our state? Money, 
sure. But it's not feeding our people.  

Mismanagement of ADC lands and a lack of accountability creates liabilities for the 
government.  

It's time to abolish the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) and transfer its 
responsibility and budget to the Department of Agriculture. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 7:43:34 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By Organization Testifier 
Position 

Present at 
Hearing 

Rodney Evans Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

There is no excuse as to why we don't already have hundreds of small farms growing a 
diverse assortment of goods for local consumption.  This agency is a failed example of 
corruption running our govt. 

 





HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 7:48:43 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

jacqueline kippert Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

They had their chance and they failed. Abolish the ADC. Their conduct ought to be 
investigated, it is a public shame. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 7:55:49 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Mary True Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Please abolish the Agribusiness Development Corporation.  The audit results were 
horrifying. 

 



 
 
 
 

Testimony Before the House Committee on Agriculture 
 

By David Bissell 
President and Chief Executive Officer 

Kauai Island Utility Cooperative 
4463 Pahee Street, Suite 1, Lihue, Hawaii, 96766-2000 

 
Friday, February 12, 2021; 10:00 am 

Conference Room #325 
 
 

House Bill No. 1271 - Relating to the Agribusiness Development Corporation. 
 

To the Honorable Rep. Mark J. Hashem, Chair, Rep. Amy A. Perruso, Vice Chair and Members of the Committee: 
 
KIUC opposes this bill.  

Kauai Island Utility Cooperative (KIUC) is a not-for-profit utility providing electrical service to more than 33,000 
commercial and residential members. Over the past 10 years, KIUC has made great strides in achieving the state 
mandate of 100% renewable generation by the year 2045. In 2020, KIUC�[�•�����v���Œ�P�Ç���u�]�Æ���]�v���o�µ��������more than 60% 
renewable generation, leading the state.  Also in 2020, KIUC operated the Kauai electric grid at 100% renewable 
generation on 280 separate days for a total of 1,497 hours.   

With electrical infrastructure that spans the entire island of Kauai, it is critical that KIUC maintain productive 
relationships with landowners, government entities and other key stakeholders. Creating and maintaining 
easements over lands not owned by KIUC is one operational need of extremely high priority. KIUC has had a very 
good working relationship with the Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC) in this regard, which leads to 
benefits for both entities and the people we serve. 

KIUC has reached 60% renewable, in part, due to strategic partnerships with landowners utilizing non-prime 
agricultural lands for energy production. In recent years, we have worked closely with ADC on various aspects of 
the West Kauai Energy Project (WKEP). This project is currently in development and, when complete, will bring 
Kauai to more than 80% renewable generation. It will also provide irrigation infrastructure to benefit both ADC 
and the Department of Hawaiian Home Lands agricultural lands, delivering water to farmers at multiple points 
along the system. 

A partnership with ADC is essential to successful development of WKEP. To start anew with another agency at 
this point could prevent KIUC from proceeding with WKEP.  

�t�������v���}�µ�Œ���P�����Ç�}�µ���š�}���������Œ���•�•���]�•�•�µ���•���Œ���]�•�������]�v���š�Z�������µ���]�š�}�Œ�[�•���Œ���‰�}�Œ�š�����Ç���u�����v�•���}�š�Z���Œ���š�Z���v�������}�oishing the agency.  

Thank you for your consideration. 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:09:12 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

umi martin Umi's farm Oppose No 
 
 
Comments:  

Aloha, I am a farmer and a tenant of ADC on Kauai and I oppose this bill to abolish 
ADC.  it is my opinion that abolishing ADC will not result in better management of these 
ag lands and it will definitely not get more farmers on the land quicker.  In fact the 
department of ag is already understaffed, underfunded, and over worked, How will 
giving control to this agency be a better solution?  The task they have to diversify ag on 
abandoned sugar fields was and is a huge undertaking.  I don't think people really 
understand how undeveloped our ag industry was when the sugar plantations closed 
down.  We had no farmers to take up this land, the only group that had the ability was 
the seed companies and that is who took over.  I think we need more patience, there is 
momentum building as more farmers are grown and more large groups like Mahi Pono 
get started.  ADC has not been perfect but there are some success stories; I feel I am 
part of this, as a local Hawaiian farmer that has a long term lease with ADC to grow 
tropical fruits, they also recently leased 100 acres to 10 farmers on the Eastside of 
Kauai.  They also bought up quite a bit of ag land that will be very important to 
increasing our food production in the future, so lets not ignore that they have done some 
good work as well.  Abolishing ADC will stop the momentum and we will find ourselves 
even more frustrated with the lack of progress.    

The legislature has the power to dictate the requirements for ADC.  The legislature 
should try to fix not abolish the agency; require more oversight, change the leadership, 
improve accountability, and increase the transparency of the agency.  Abolishing the 
agency is throwing out the baby with the bathwater, it is cutting off your nose despite 
you face.  We should work to make ADC better, not overburden the department of ag, 
let's keep things moving forward. 

  

  

  

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:16:07 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Sunny Savage Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

In strong support! 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:24:33 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Carol Philips Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

�x A state audit recently revealed that throughout the entirety of its 27-year 
existence, the ADC has failed to accomplish much of its mission aside from 
acquiring large acres of land. 

�x The special powers and exemptions granted to the ADC have led to an opaque 
and unfair leasing process. Small farmers and ranchers have been denied leases 
with no justification. 

�x �7�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���$�'�&�¶�V���O�D�Q�G�V���D�U�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���D�J�U�R�F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���I�R�U��
experimentation, and GE seed crops for export, not local food production. 

�x Mismanagement of ADC lands, and lack of accountability has led to lawsuits, 
clean water act violations, and other illegal activities on ADC lands creating 
liability for the state. 

�x The results of the audit show that the corporation is incapable of carrying out its 
basic statutory responsibilities and functions and will be unable to fulfill the 
recommendations contained in the auditor's report and therefore should be 
dissolved. 

�x Lawmakers should prioritize regenerative farming operations on state agricultural 
lands that utilize soil and water conservation practices. These farming practices 
provide additional environmental benefits such as improved soil health and 
preventing run-off. 

�x A task force or other stakeholder engagement and planning process is needed to 
�F�U�H�D�W�H���D���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���K�R�Z���+�D�Z�D�L�L�¶�V���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V���F�D�Q���E�H���X�W�L�O�L�]�H�G���I�R�U���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H����
local food. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:31:25 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Mark A. Koppel Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

WRITING IN STRONG SUPPORT OF HB 1271 

Aloha Honorable Legislators, 

Having done nothing for 25 years, the ADC must be abolished.  Its help of mainland 
agribusiness is actually contrary to helping Hawaiian farmers. 

Please pass HB1271 now. 

Mahalo 

Mark Koppel 

Umauma, HI 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:32:20 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Judith Perino Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

I support this bill. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:37:13 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Michael Miranda Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Thank you for the opportunity to testify IN SUPPORT of HB1271. 

The Agribusiness Development Corporation (ADC), as revealed by a recent state audit, 
has failed to meet substantial components of its purpose and mission. 

�x The special powers and exemptions have led to opaque and unfair leasing 
practices, resulting in small farmers being denied leases with no explanation 
provided. 

�x Instead of food production, land leased by the ADC is largely used by 
agrochemical companies for experimentation. 

�x Mismanagement of ADC land has led to lawsuits and Clean Water Act violations 
that have become expensive liabilities for the State of Hawaii. 

�x A new task force or entity should be created to replace the ADC to ensure that 
land is used to produce food in an environmentally responsible and transparent 
way. 

  

Respectfully, 

  

Michael Miranda 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:42:04 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Ryan Mudd Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Abolish the ADC 

�$���V�L�P�S�O�H���V�H�D�U�F�K���R�I���³�-�L�P�P�\���1�D�N�D�W�D�Q�L�´���L�Q���W�K�H���K�D�Q�G�\���&�L�Y�L�O���%�H�D�W���D�U�W�L�F�O�H���V�H�D�U�F�K���E�R�[���V�K�R�Z�V��
that he was hired in 2011 after a controversial ousting of the previous director by new 
board members that were appointed by Abercrombie. After voting behind closed doors, 
�W�K�H���E�R�D�U�G���K�D�G���³�D�V�N�H�G���/�H�H���W�R���U�H�V�L�J�Q���E�H�F�D�X�V�H���W�K�H���F�R�U�S�R�U�D�W�L�R�Q���Q�H�H�G�H�G���³�F�D�W�D�O�\�W�L�F��
�O�H�D�G�H�U�V�K�L�S���´���7�K�H�Q���W�K�H�\���S�R�V�W�H�G���W�K�H���S�R�V�L�W�L�R�Q���I�R�U�������G�D�\�V���R�Q���D���J�R�Y�H�U�Q�P�H�Q�W���Z�H�E�V�L�W�H���Z�L�W�K�R�X�W��
advertising for the position, and Nakatani was the sole applicant.  

After all this time, we can see that Nakatani was clearly installed to uphold the status 
quo of agribusiness in Hawaii. 

�7�K�L�V���1�H�L�O���$�E�H�U�F�U�R�P�E�L�H���D�S�S�R�L�Q�W�P�H�Q�W���D�J�H�G���Z�H�O�O�����G�L�G�Q�¶�W���L�W�"���7�K�H���H�S�L�F���F�R�Q�Y�H�U�J�H�Q�F�H���R�I���J�R�R�G-
old-boy networking, neoliberal politics, and deep state mentality. Hawaii does this so 
well at so many levels. All while pretending to be ecologically conscious and socially 
responsible. 

 



HB-1271 
Submitted on: 2/11/2021 8:53:06 AM 
Testimony for AGR on 2/12/2021 10:00:00 AM 

Submitted By  Organization  Testifier 
Position  

Present at 
Hearing  

Nanea Lo Individual Support No 
 
 
Comments:  

Hello, 

My name is Nanea Lo and I'm a Kanaka Maoli and lifelong resident in my ancestral 
homelands. I'm writing in full support of HB1271. 

A state audit recently revealed that throughout the entirety of its 27-year existence, the 
ADC has failed to accomplish much of its mission aside from acquiring large acres of 
land. The special powers and exemptions granted to the ADC have led to an opaque 
and unfair leasing process. Small farmers and ranchers have been denied leases with 
no justification. Instead of being used for local food production, the majority of ADC 
lands are currently being leased to agrochemical companies for experimentation and 
GE seed crops for export.Mismanagement of ADC lands and a lack of accountability 
has led to lawsuits, Clean Water Act violations, and other illegal activities on ADC lands 
that create liabilities for the government. The results of the audit show that the 
corporation is incapable of carrying out its basic statutory responsibilities and functions. 
�,�W���D�O�V�R���V�K�R�Z�V���W�K�D�W���W�K�H�\�¶�U�H���X�Q�D�E�O�H���W�R���I�X�O�I�L�O�O���W�K�H���U�H�F�R�P�P�H�Q�G�D�Wions contained in the auditor's 
report. Therefore, the ADC should be dissolved. Lawmakers should prioritize 
regenerative farming operations on state agricultural lands that utilize soil and water 
conservation practices. These farming practices provide additional environmental 
benefits such as improved soil health and preventing run-off. A task force/stakeholder 
�H�Q�J�D�J�H�P�H�Q�W���D�Q�G���S�O�D�Q�Q�L�Q�J���S�U�R�F�H�V�V���L�V���Q�H�H�G�H�G���V�R���+�D�Z�D�L�¶�L�¶�V���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V���F�D�Q���E�H��
utilized for sustainable, local food. 

Please support this bill. 

me ke aloha �‹Ä• ina, 

Nanea Lo 
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Comments:  

Aloha, I'm writing to support dissolving the ADC to better facilitate and uplift local 
farmers and local food production. Hawaii needs oversight promoting sustainable 
models for 'aina and supporting greater local food production, storage and security for 
local residents. Food produced on the island should be shared and stored for local 
people until food insecurities are addressed and emergency supplies during disasters 
are readily available for all residents (hurricanes, lava, climate change). We support 
land-use that is designed to protect the health of our land and ecosystems into 
perpetuity, and that supports our local community's food and energy security. We 
support changes in management if these community needs have been neglected in lieu 
of other priorities under existing management.  

Mahalo for hearing my testimony 

Kaikea Kaleikini Blakemore 

Ecopsychology, M.A.  

Kea'au, Hawai'i  

�x A state audit recently revealed that throughout the entirety of its 27-year 
existence, the ADC has failed to accomplish much of its mission aside from 
acquiring large acres of land. 
 
  

�x The special powers and exemptions granted to the ADC have led to an opaque 
and unfair leasing process. Small farmers and ranchers have been denied leases 
with no justification. 
 
  

�x �7�K�H���P�D�M�R�U�L�W�\���R�I���$�'�&�¶�V���O�D�Q�G�V���D�U�H���F�X�U�U�H�Q�W�O�\���O�H�D�V�H�G���W�R���D�J�U�R�F�K�H�P�L�F�D�O���F�R�P�S�D�Q�L�H�V���I�R�U��
experimentation, and GE seed crops for export, not local food production. 
 
  

�x Mismanagement of ADC lands, and lack of accountability has led to lawsuits, 
clean water act violations, and other illegal activities on ADC lands creating 



liability for the state. 
 
  

�x The results of the audit show that the corporation is incapable of carrying out its 
basic statutory responsibilities and functions and will be unable to fulfill the 
recommendations contained in the auditor's report and therefore should be 
dissolved. 
 
  

�x Lawmakers should prioritize regenerative farming operations on state agricultural 
lands that utilize soil and water conservation practices. These farming practices 
provide additional environmental benefits such as improved soil health and 
preventing run-off. 
 
  

�x A task force or other stakeholder engagement and planning process is needed to 
�F�U�H�D�W�H���D���S�O�D�Q���I�R�U���K�R�Z���+�D�Z�D�L�L�¶�V���D�J�U�L�F�X�O�W�X�U�D�O���O�D�Q�G�V���F�D�Q���E�H���X�W�L�O�L�]�H�G���I�R�U���V�X�V�W�D�L�Q�D�E�O�H����
local food. 
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Comments:  

The ADC needs to be abolished as it is not responding to the needs of our 
community.  The lands that it controls need to be used for local production of CLEAN 
food for people, not poisonous feed for animals and poisonous additives to human food 
(high fructose corn syrup). 
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